The North American Old Catholic Church
Office of the Presiding Archbishop

June 7, 2007

Senator Edward Kennedy, Chairman

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Iwritetoyou today regarding President BforthdiposgionnfSurgéomat i on of
General of the United States.

In media reports, it has become apparent that Dr. Holsinger, through a church he helped to found in Kentucky,
advocanreat merftt” f or hGnvsereTketa@y,lwhich yses spigitlal aeddinfounded,
danger ous, psydhdogichlamemfhuolds* to “treat” the condition of be

According to the website for the office of the Surgeon General of the United States, one of the chief

responsibilities of the Surgeon General is* GToarticulate scientifically based health poliayalysis and advice to the
President and the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) on the full range of critical public hialth, med
and health system issues facing the Nafio

In reviewing The American Psychological Association website, it is apparent that Conversion Therapy is not based
in any way on scientific fact, but on bias, prejudice, and ideological perspectives that are inconsistent with quality
mental health standards. On the APA website’, they state:

“Some therapists who undertake-salled conversion therapy report that they have been able to change their
clients' sexual orientation from homosexual to heterosexlse scrutiny of these reports however show several
factors that cast doubt on theirailns For example, many of the claims come franganizations with an

ideological perspective which condemns homosexudlitythermore, their claims are poorly documented. For
example, treatment outcome is not followed and reported overtime as wouldebstéimdard to test the validity of
any mental health intervention.

The American Psychological Associatiaoigerned about such therapies and their potential htompatients. In
1997, the Association's Council of Representatives pagsswlation raffirming psychology's opposition to
homophobia in treatmenand spelling out a client's right to unbiased treatment and-detérmination.Any

person who enters into therapy to deal with issues of sexual orientation has a right to expect that such therap
would take place in a professionally neutral environment absent of any social bias.

I't is apparent that Dr. Hol singer advocates a psychol o
science, but rooted in prejudice.

The person appointed Surgeon General of the United States should be a practitioner who advocates and
participates in sound, proven medical treatments that have been accepted by the professional medical societies in
the appropriate field of study. Conversion Therapy does not meet that litmus test.

! http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/aboutoffice.html
? http://www.apa.org/topics/orientation.html#conversiontherapies
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Whil e we respect Dr. Hol singer’s right to freely pract
upon appointmenttobe Ameri ca’'s physician, his practice becomes p
accepted medical treatments to American Citizens.

His ready acceptance of this controversial treatment, a treatment that is opposed by practitioners specially trained
in psychoanalysis demonstrates his inability to properly fill the role of Surgeon General of the United States.

On behalf of our clergy and members of our congregations in Wisconsin, lllinois, Tennessee, Kentucky and the
District of Columbia, we strongly encourage you to vote AGAINSD r . Hol singer’”s confirmati ol
Surgeon General of the United States.

Cordially,

The Most Reverend Michael V. Seneco, SPSA, DD, L.Th.
Presiding Archbishop
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