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March 18, 2008 

 

The Right Honorable Gordon Brown 
Prime Minister of The United Kingdom 
10 Downing Street 
London, SW1A 2AA 
ENGLAND 
 
 
Prime Minister Brown: 
 
I am writing to you today regarding the petition for asylum that has been submitted by Medhi Kazemi, an 
19 year old Iranian National.  
 
Mr. Kazemi identifies as a homosexual, which in his country of birth is a crime punishable by death by 
hanging or stoning.  His original petition was denied by your government, and his subsequent petition to 
the Netherlands was turned back, placing his request directly in your hands according to media reports. 
 
According to your biography, your father, The Rev’d John Brown, inspired you to public service. You say 
he often quoted Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King who said, Ȱ%ÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÃÁÎ ÓÅÒÖÅȢȱ 
I would submit to you Mr. Brown that the good words and life lesson of Dr. King and Rev. Brown simply 
would not apply to Mr. Kazemi if he were to return to Iran. This young man will never have the chance to 
serve his nation if he were to return.  
 
You are quoted as saying, "Every child should have the best start in life, that everybody should have the 
chance of a job, that nobody should be brought up suffering in poverty. I would call them the beliefs that you 
associate with civilisation and dignity."  
 
The concept that simply possessing an emotional or physical attraction to someone automatically earns 
you a death sentence, regardless of whether the person has acted upon his feelings or not, flies in the very 
face of the Ȱbeliefs that you associate with civilization  and dignity .” 
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Understand Prime Minister that this is not about the debate that rages in your country and mine 
regarding homosexuality, gay rights or gay marriage. This is about the dignity of the human persons and 
the innate desire to live without the fear of death. 
 
All Mr. Kazemi desires is the chance to have the best start in life, the chance at a job, to live without the 
constant and quite literal danger of death by an angry mob with a rope. He wishes to realize the same 
dream that your parents instilled in you – to live in a civilization with dignity.  
 
I urge you to establish your administrations legacy on human rights starting with this case. It is of urgent 
importance that you grant his petition to resettle in the United Kingdom, so he too can begin to realize his 
dreams, just as you have realized yours. 
 
With every best wish to you and your family, allow me to enjoin my prayers to all of the United Kingdom 
for the Queen and her family at Easter. 
 
 
 
Sincerely Yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
 
The Most Reverend Michael V. Seneco, SPSA, DD, L.Th. 
Presiding Bishop of North America 
 
 
cc: Her Majesty, Queen Ellizabeth II 
      Sir Nigel Sheinwald, British Ambassador to the United States 
      The Most Reverend Dr. Rowan Williams, Primate of the Church of England 


